Seasonal Maintenance Tips

Spring

Turn your outside spigots back on and remove
their insulating covers. Check each spigot to
make sure it's secure and doesn't leak, and
inspect your garden hose for cracks.

Have your gutters cleaned. Make sure
downspouts are still attached and directed
away from your house and foundation.

Schedule a routine HVAC maintenance
appointment. Clear away any debris from
around the outside condenser unit.

Have your lawn service aerate your yard and
spread pre-emergent for weed control. Now is
the time to prune trees, shrubs, and bushes.

Inspect the outside of your house for
deterioration. Check for siding cracks or
holes, peeling paint, and failing sealant or
caulk. Repair and replace as needed.

Wash away the dirt and grime from the
outside of your house. Mild soap or detergent
and your garden hose will do the trick.
Remove and wash window screens.

If you have a sump pump, have it serviced.
This will ensure that it works correctly when
you need it.

Summer

Water your lawn and landscaping regularly.
Aim for early-morning hours to minimize
water evaporation in the heat.

Stain and seal your wood fence and deck. Be
sure to pressure wash them first so the stain
will last longer and look nicer over time.

Set your ceiling fans to turn counterclockwise.
This creates a breezy downdraft, which can
help you use the air conditioning less.

Fall

Fall is the time to overseed your lawn and
plant perennials. Your work now will have a big
payoff come springtime.

Get in the habit of raking or mulching fallen
leaves periodically. If dead leaves build up,
they can smother the grass.

Have the gutters cleaned again. Do this in late
fall, after the bulk of the leaves have fallen.
Fall is also a good time to have your roof
inspected.

Schedule your second annual HVAC system
maintenance appointment. Your technician
should ensure the heat works and that all
components are in safe working order.

Cut down on drafts as the weather cools. Seal
any gaps around windows and doors with
caulk or weatherstripping.

Have your dryer vent inspected and cleaned.
Accumulated lint is a serious fire hazard.

If you have a fireplace, have it and the
chimney professionally inspected. If the
chimney needs to be cleaned, do that now.

Winter

Drain your outdoor water spigots and shut

off their water supply. Cover the faucets with
insulating covers. Drain your garden hose and
store it indoors.

Test all your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. Replace their batteries to be on the
safe side.

Make sure you're ready for snow and cold
temperatures. Test your snow blower and dig
out the snow shovel.



